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PLACE JÉHAN STEICHEN :
THE ROAD TO
RECONCILIATION BETWEEN
PEDESTRIANS AND DRIVERS

INTRODUCTION / ANALYSIS

This square is currently a simple monoto­
nous parking area; its appearance is de­
pressing. It’s cold and lacking interesting ele­
ments except for the surrounding vegetation.

This square needs to have a new overall 
identity dedicated to human beings. It must 
be rethought as a place of interface, mee­
tings and exchangings between populations. 
Only a real public square will be appro­
priated by the inhabitants.

As far as possible, spatial breaks in the ur­
ban mesh should be reduced and the inter­
action of different connections and links 
strengthened.

While keeping the main use of car parking, 
the intervention must allow to welcome all 
kinds of activities, ephemeral and local 
markets, flea markets or the annual fair.

We will try to reduce the inhospitable feeling 
of the parking areas and create a more 
pleasant environment.

AVENUE DU PARC DES SPORTS
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CONCEPT PROPOSAL

Our concept proposes the implementation of 
a new dynamic for more attractiveness and 
conviviality on the Place Jéhan Steichen. 
This public parking space will be reclaimed 
and adapted into a safe environment.

Based on the design strategies of the shared 
space, our idea is to create a visual harmony 
composed of various colors and patterns 
applied directly on the asphalt.

This visual impact helps to distinguish the 
street from other streets in general. The vi­
sual differentiation on the ground surfaces 
influences instinctive driving behavior. 
Drivers feel they are entering a special 
place, become more responsible and aware 
of their surroundings. Pedestrians will move 
more safely and efficiently.
Various studies have shown that design 
strategies, using peripheral visual stimula­
tion, reduce motorist speed and increase 
pedestrian perception of safety.

We propose to extend these visual effects 
also during the night by using luminescent 
paint.

This parking area becomes a public and self­
regulating plaza.

The parking configuration of this plaza is 
maintained. Only a few spaces are modified 
for bicycle and motorcycle parking or are 
eliminated to improve pedestrian circulation, 
particularly the connection to the Avenue du 
Parc des Sports.

This project will integrate vegetation in its 
concept, notably with luminescent barrels 
and pipe bends. A real public square is a 
meeting place and that’s why we propose 
the installation of a Food Truck or a Kyosk 
with a terrace.

At the axis of the square and between the 
two existing large flower boxes, we are also 
proposing the installation of an info sign in 
tribute to the politician and journalist Jéhan 
Steichen.
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RUE JEAN GALLION

AVENUE DU PARC DES SPORTS

KYOSK
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IMPLEMENTATION

This street painting event contributes to the 
reclaiming of the Place Jéhan Steichen by 
providing an opportunity for volunteers to 
come together in a collaborative effort that 
provides a sense of community, inclusion 
and cultural representation.

Painting the asphalt is an inexpensive way to 
reclaim public space for pedestrians and 
contribute to traffic calming.

Everyone will be able to get involved, young 
and old alike. With good organisation, it will 
be possible to work with many people at the 
same time, whether it be for the painting, the 
installation of the barrels and the vegetated 
pipe bends or the installation of the info sign. 
The installation of the food truck or kyosk will 
take place at a later date (so the space re­
served can even be adapted as required). 
The time needed for this project is about 1 
week, but this time can be reduced depend­
ing on the number of participants. The 
weather conditions will also have to be taken 
into account.

In order for the work to be carried out, it will 
be necessary to create a safe environment 
and to secure the area, in particular with 
marking tape. Then it will be possible to 
clean and pressure wash the whole area. 
After the drying time (less than a day), the 
different teams can start transferring the 
geometric shapes to the asphalt using chalk 
lines and cardboard templates. A little more 
tape and the painting can begin.

During this unique event and experience for 
most, which I hope will have a dynamic and 
friendly atmosphere, it will be necessary to 
provide a rest area with drinks and snacks.

twelve metal barrels, prepared, cut and painted with luminescent paint, including 
garden soil and vegetation : 1600€

info sign :
400€

luminescent floor paint (yellow and red) and regular paint (blue, black and some 
white) to be painted, including working materials, roller extensions, brushes, etc, 

marking materials, cardboard templates and adhesive tape: 12400€

two vegetated metal 
pipe bends : 600€
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